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prodigious harvests, bacterial treatment of seeds which
doubles the yield, new potatoes for the Arctic, and new
sheep for the deserts, which do not stand up to international
standards of criticism. There is no doubt that an enormous
amount of agricultural research is of very poor quality
and is applied on an industrial scale far too hurriedly^
One could not expect otherwise of an organisation which
has grown from 236 research workers to over 7,000, and
from 122 institutes to over 900, in 25 years, and which has
been driven constantly by the whip of * socialist emulation \
Although the average quality of agricultural research is
depressed by the large number of mediocre workers, there
is some work of very high qualify, and the average quality
Of work is rising. The high-quality work is possible because
there are some men of outstanding ability in the Ministry,
who are allowed to pursue their work with a minimum
of interruption. Examples of such men are: Prianishmkov
and Zhebrak in the Timiryazev Agricultural Academy;
Bukasov, the potato expert, in the Institute of Plant
Industry; Travin and Ramensky in the Institute of Fodders;
Milanov in the Institute of Animal Breeding; to name only
a few. The rising average quality of work is possible
because there has been recently an increase in the efficiency
with which the State separates genuine from bogus advances
hi agricultural research, and protects itself from being
* sold a pup * by enthusiastic and not too critical experts.
There is, for example, an interesting and elaborate organisa-
tion for testing new crop varieties, known as the Govern*
ment Commission for Seed Testing, under the chairmanship
of Academician Tsitsin. The Commission has about
1,000 testing stations throughout Russia, each of about
200 acres. There are twelve members of the Commission,
and it meets almost weekly to consider applications from
research institutes to have new varieties tested. A sample
of a new variety is submitted to the Commission. It is
grown at each testing station alongside the standard variety'
for the district* for three or four seasons. In every season-.
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